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This Migration News Roundup presents a selection of news,
policy, research and statistics from the previous week on
migration-related topics. The contents of each story do not
necessarily reflect the views of Migration Yorkshire.

Specific migrant groups
UK borders and migration policy
Cohesion and integration
International news
Stories that inspired us this week

Specific migrant groups

News about refugee resettlement includes:

The Home Secretary announced a new refugee
resettlement route will focus on women from Afghanistan,
and Palestine, initially receiving a ‘very small’ number of
people within an annual cap. She’s also expected to launch
the community sponsorship scheme inviting applications
from interested groups from October, and from companies
under a work sponsorship route from early 2027. (Source:
the Guardian)
A council report from North Yorkshire outlines support
provided to resettled Afghans in the area, discusses
pledges and highlights some of the longer term
employment secured by beneficiaries. (Source: Harrogate
Advertiser)

News on asylum includes:

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2026/sep/27/shabana-mahmood-uk-refugee-resettlement-scheme-afghan-women-girls-palestinians
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2026/sep/27/shabana-mahmood-uk-refugee-resettlement-scheme-afghan-women-girls-palestinians
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https://www.harrogateadvertiser.co.uk/news/politics/over-500-afghans-resettled-in-north-yorkshire-as-23-households-await-new-homes-9161346
https://www.harrogateadvertiser.co.uk/news/politics/over-500-afghans-resettled-in-north-yorkshire-as-23-households-await-new-homes-9161346


Local authorities are countering online misinformation
about asylum accommodation more frequently, including
Doncaster and North Yorkshire council who have issued
statements rejecting false claims on social media. (Sources:
Yorkshire Post, York Press)
After their symbolic independence vote in response to
asylum accommodation plans, residents of the village of
Piddington in Oxfordshire are dealing with national and
global attention. (Source: the Guardian)
This updated parliamentary briefing explains the context for
government using 18% of the aid budget to support asylum
seekers and refugees within the UK in 2025. (Source: House
of Commons Library)

Ukrainians still living with their hosts are concerned about the
consequences of the reduction of monthly 'thank you' payments
from £350 to £100, as hosts may no longer be able to continue
being part of the Homes for Ukraine scheme. (Source: the
Guardian)

Qualitative research about the ‘Lived experiences of Roma
people in England and Wales’ was published to complement
official Census data. Some of the fieldwork took place in South
Yorkshire, delivered by Roma peer researchers with support
from Migration Yorkshire, Sheffield University and Roma
organisations. (Source: Office for National Statistics)

On EU nationals, some aspects of the Home Office approach to
curtailment of pre-settled status have been successfully

https://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/news/politics/asylum-seekers-not-being-housed-in-former-pub-reform-states-9145490
https://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/news/politics/asylum-seekers-not-being-housed-in-former-pub-reform-states-9145490
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https://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/26567119.council-reject-claims-homes-used-asylum-seekers/
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2026/sep/19/unease-in-newly-independent-piddington-as-world-media-and-danny-tommo-descend
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2026/sep/19/unease-in-newly-independent-piddington-as-world-media-and-danny-tommo-descend
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https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9663/
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https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/sep/24/uk-homes-for-ukraine-funding-cut-homeless
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/sep/24/uk-homes-for-ukraine-funding-cut-homeless
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https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/ethnicity/articles/livedexperiencesofromapeopleinenglandandwales/2025
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/ethnicity/articles/livedexperiencesofromapeopleinenglandandwales/2025
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/ethnicity/articles/livedexperiencesofromapeopleinenglandandwales/2025
https://freemovement.org.uk/home-office-eu-citizenship-italian-nationals/
https://freemovement.org.uk/home-office-eu-citizenship-italian-nationals/


challenged in the courts. This case relates specifically to those
with Italian nationality by descent, who were told their pre-
settled status in the UK was granted in error due to their
citizenship only being documented after 2020. (Source: Free
Movement)

As the Home Office continues to enforce compliance in the care
sector, immigration lawyers are seeing more cases of small
reporting errors leading to sponsors having their license revoked
, rather than because of exploitative practices. The hardline
approach was initially a response to rogue employers and
exploitation of migrant workers, with over 4,400 revocations in
the 12 months prior to June 2026. (Source: Free Movement)

Following the announcement that modern slavery victims
exploited by their work sponsor can work for any employer from
8 October, this article considers how this change will be
implemented, with much remaining uncertainty around process,
eligibility and settlement. (Source: Free Movement)

A think tank has advised that UK universities have almost no
options for growing their international student population when
considering the stability and potential within different countries
of origin, in the context of UK policy. (Source: The PIE)

UK borders and migration policy

News in relation to Channel crossings includes:

https://freemovement.org.uk/home-office-eu-citizenship-italian-nationals/
https://freemovement.org.uk/crackdown-care-providers-routine-compliance/
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https://thepienews.com/uk-has-almost-nowhere-left-to-grow-international-recruitment-modelling-finds/
https://thepienews.com/uk-has-almost-nowhere-left-to-grow-international-recruitment-modelling-finds/


The Home Secretary asked Border Security Command to
carry out an urgent review after two uncontrolled landings
on the Kent coast. ‘Uncontrolled landings’ - meaning
undetected before reaching the shore - happen rarely, with
a similar incident a year ago but before that not since 2023
when records started. (Source: BBC)
Smugglers appear to be changing tactics in response to
French enforcement activity, launching boats further west
meaning longer crossing times. (Source: Info Migrants)
781 people arrived on 10 small boats on a single day, the
highest number of arrivals on one day this year, although
overall numbers are 42% lower than the equivalent period
last year (in case you missed it, here’s some recent analysis
of possible reasons for the fall). (Sources: BBC, Migration
Observatory)
This article corrects a mistaken claim circulating on social
media about when people are granted refugee status.
(Source: Full Fact)
Latest migration data headlines are summarised here,
including small boat numbers. (Source: BBC)

Decisions on earned settlement policy will be announced later
this year, the Home Secretary shared in evidence to the Home
Affairs Committee. This updated parliamentary briefing provides
the context for developments on visa and settlement rule
changes set out in the 2025 immigration white paper,
highlighting that most can be made by amending the
Immigration Rules. (Sources: electronic immigration network,
House of Commons Library)

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cm5yjzj8l5k5o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cm5yjzj8l5k5o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cm5yjzj8l5k5o
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/73819/france-migrants-attempt-increasingly-more-difficult-journeys-to-reach-britain
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/73819/france-migrants-attempt-increasingly-more-difficult-journeys-to-reach-britain
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cwz0z597m471o
https://migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/resources/commentaries/qa-why-have-small-boat-arrivals-declined-in-2026/
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https://www.ein.org.uk/news/home-secretary-tells-mp-earned-settlement-policy-will-be-set-out-later-year
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https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/-2CmCLnD5UV4GqmSguDDiy6Ipe?domain=us.list-manage.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/-2CmCLnD5UV4GqmSguDDiy6Ipe?domain=us.list-manage.com
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A House of Lords committee raised concerns about the lack of
parliamentary scrutiny to changes to the Immigration Rules,
following an administrative error when updating the statement
of changes to the rules. (Source: House of Lords Secondary
Legislation Scrutiny Committee)

There’s been media coverage of recent figures showing almost
£12 billion of Universal Credit was paid to households with at
least one non-UK-born member last year. (Source: LBC)

The Immigration Advice Authority (IAA), which regulates
immigration advisers, announced changes to its competence
assessments with the aim of strengthening the process. Online
assessments are paused until November. There’s a useful
explanation of the changes here. (Sources: IAA, Free Movement)

Cohesion and integration

Headlines were dominated by further anti-migrant protest
activity; six people were arrested at Gosport marina during a
protest and a well-known activist was investigated after
appearing to slash an inflatable boat with a knife while an official
from the French coastguard was onboard. There were also
counter-protests by anti-racism groups, a vigil for the RNLI and
mixed reactions from residents in the area. Relatedly, a report
on anti-migrant trends over the summer of this year notes
increasing targeting of houses of multiple occupancy. (Sources:
ITV, BBC, Portsmouth News, Hope Not Hate)

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld5902/ldselect/ldsecleg/58/58.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld5902/ldselect/ldsecleg/58/58.pdf
https://www.lbc.co.uk/article/households-migrants-universal-credit-5Hjdhhr_2/
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/iaa-announces-changes-to-the-competence-assessment-process?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=e9f55c7e-a48e-480a-bc90-60977d99b384&utm_content=immediately
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https://freemovement.org.uk/iaa-overhauls-competence-and-registration/
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https://www.portsmouth.co.uk/news/politics/anti-racism-groups-condemn-migrant-protests-gosport-portsmouth-9154926
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https://hopenothate.org.uk/2026/09/17/summer-2026-anti-migrant-trends/
https://hopenothate.org.uk/2026/09/17/summer-2026-anti-migrant-trends/


A policy report on local and national solutions for preventing
refugee homelessness from Homeless Link and NACCOM
identifies challenges accessing housing support both before and
after the granting of refugee status (the ‘move on’ period) and
puts forward case studies and recommendations on how to
improve integration beyond sourcing accommodation. (Source:
Homeless Link)

International news

Here’s a helpful explainer on US expansion of ‘third-country’
deportations where more than 25,000 people have been sent to
countries other than their own. They include first-hand accounts
from affected migrants, highlighting their experiences of
detention, removal and uncertainty. In contrast, Egypt has
rejected European proposals to establish ‘return hubs’ for
rejected asylum-seekers in North Africa. (Sources: the Guardian,
The New Arab)

After the AfD party made significant electoral gains earlier this
month, The Left party’s election victory in Berlin has reportedly
brought hope among immigrant and pro-migrant communities.
(Source: Al Jazeera)

Stories that inspired us this week

A short film called ‘Allies in Exile’ from Syrian filmmakers in the
UK is coming this autumn as part of a series of international
documentaries from the BBC. (Source: Counterpoints)

https://homeless.org.uk/knowledge-hub/local-and-national-solutions-for-preventing-refugee-homelessness/
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https://www.newarab.com/news/egypt-rejects-european-plans-refugee-camps-return-hubs
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/9/22/hope-rises-in-berlin-immigrant-communities-as-left-wins-amid-afd-gains
https://counterpoints.org.uk/allies-in-exile-to-launch-bbc-storyville-shorts/
https://counterpoints.org.uk/allies-in-exile-to-launch-bbc-storyville-shorts/


From a handful of volunteers in 2015 to a network of over 200
today, this magazine article shines a light on Bath Welcomes
Refugees, which has helped over 800 people rebuild their lives
through friendship, English lessons and practical support.
(Source: Borgen Magazine)
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