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Aims

The study aims to feed into a shared learning process between
cities participating in the network of Cities for Local Integration
Policies for Migrants [CLIP] - a European network - by exploring
the extent and nature of integration strategies and programs in
Kirklees, UK.

Methodology

Research was carried out by a research team at Swansea
University. Kirklees Council initially completed a background
[Common Report Scheme or CRS] document and the research
team then organised a 4 day field visit, consisting of meetings,
interviews, focus groups and presentations with city officials,



academics, media representatives, non-governmental
organisations [NGOs] and other community and faith
organisations and welfare associations. Relevant reports and
statistics were provided by organisations, all of which were used
to corroborate and elaborate on the responses provided by the
city council in the CRS document.

Key issues
The report focuses on the nature and extent of community
cohesion strategies and activities in Kirklees.

Conclusions

The report concludes that Kirklees Council has demonstrated
significant commitment to community cohesion through a
number of strategies and activities to promote inter-faith and
intercultural dialogue. However, communities have highlighted
that there is lack of grassroots initiatives to address these
issues, as well as a lack of funding to develop and sustain
projects of this kind. Barriers between Muslim and other
communities are still prevalent and these are perpetuated by
the negative representation of Islam in the media and mistrust
amongst the general public. Minority communities are also
concerned by the lack of engagement from the Police and Local
Health Boards and highlight that staff often lack cultural
awareness.

Recommendations
The report highlights that there is a need for better coordination



between agencies and council departments across the city in
order to facilitate a more coherent approach to community
cohesion. Furthermore the council needs to confront and tackle
negative perceptions of Islam in the media, as well as provide
more funding for grass-roots initiatives aimed at promoting
intercultural dialogue on a day to day level.
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