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For the latest news stories on migration, please visit the news section of our website. For the
stories relating specifically to UASC from the last 6 months, please see below.

01 December 2025

This article examines how proposed asylum policy changes create uncertainty and present
further risks to already vulnerable children. (Source: The Conversation) 
This data report highlights the ongoing issue of unaccompanied asylum seeking children
and child victims of trafficking going missing from care, with policy, systemic failures and
inadequate safeguarding exacerbating the problem. (Source: ECPAT UK) 

https://www.migrationyorkshire.org.uk/news
https://theconversation.com/how-new-asylum-policies-will-affect-child-refugees-270118
https://theconversation.com/how-new-asylum-policies-will-affect-child-refugees-270118
https://www.ecpat.org.uk/until-harm-ends
https://www.ecpat.org.uk/until-harm-ends


The Ukrainecast podcast featured a special episode for World Children’s Day answering
schoolchildren’s questions and hearing stories from Ukrainian children in Kyiv and in the
UK. (Source: BBC, 38 minutes) 
In anticipation of a UK child poverty strategy, this article calls for linkage to migration policy
, specifically the No Recourse to Public Funds policy. (Source: The Conversation) 

10 November 2025

A freedom of information request revealed more than 50 unaccompanied children remain
missing from Kent, after being placed in reception centres and hotels over the last five
years. (Source: the Guardian)
Lord Dubs proposed an amendment to the Border Security, Asylum and Immigration Bill to
allow parents with protection status to reunite with their children who are outside the UK,
but this was not taken forward by the House of Lords. (Sources: Politics Home, UK
Parliament)
This updated legal briefing outlines options for children in care to regularise their
immigration status. (Source: Free Movement)

27 October 2025

A UN Committee reports that flaws in France’s age determination system for
unaccompanied children lead to systematic rights violations. Similarly, this article highlights
how inaccurate age assessments can severely impact those affected. (Source: UN Press
Release, Free Movement)

13 October 2025

Through stories of a foster carer and young people, this article highlights aspects of the
system that affect the quality of support for unaccompanied children. In case you missed it
in September, this report by Nottingham Trent University on the experiences of
unaccompanied asylum seeking children offers recommendations across areas such as
health, legal support, and education. (Sources: The Observer, East Midlands Councils)

29 September 2025

The Independent Child Trafficking Guardianship (ICTG) scheme, which has played a vital
role in supporting trafficked children including asylum seekers and refugees, is being
expanded to all local authorities in England and Wales through a new government tender.
 (Source: Home Office)

14 July 2025

The highest number of unaccompanied children seeking asylum to arrive via small boat in
one day was reached with the arrival of 70 children at Dover, entering the care of Kent
County Council. This comes as the leader of Kent County Council called for quicker asylum

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m002mt97/ukrainecast-a-special-episode-with-newsround
https://theconversation.com/to-truly-tackle-child-poverty-the-uk-needs-to-look-again-at-migration-policy-270335
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2025/nov/01/more-than-50-child-asylum-seekers-still-missing-after-disappearing-from-kent-care
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2025/nov/01/more-than-50-child-asylum-seekers-still-missing-after-disappearing-from-kent-care
https://www.politicshome.com/opinion/article/refugee-family-members-living-uk-given-safe-way-bringing-lost-child
https://votes.parliament.uk/votes/lords/division/3452
https://freemovement.org.uk/briefing-immigration-and-nationality-options-for-children-in-care/
https://freemovement.org.uk/briefing-immigration-and-nationality-options-for-children-in-care/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/10/france-responsible-grave-and-systematic-violations-rights-unaccompanied
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/10/france-responsible-grave-and-systematic-violations-rights-unaccompanied
https://freemovement.org.uk/age-assessments-what-happens-when-a-child-arrives-in-the-uk/?utm_source=mailerlite&utm_medium=email&utm_term=Mon+20+Oct+2025&utm_campaign=Weekly+blog+updates
https://freemovement.org.uk/age-assessments-what-happens-when-a-child-arrives-in-the-uk/?utm_source=mailerlite&utm_medium=email&utm_term=Mon+20+Oct+2025&utm_campaign=Weekly+blog+updates
https://observer.co.uk/news/columnists/article/n0510mgasylum
https://observer.co.uk/news/columnists/article/n0510mgasylum
https://www.emcouncils.gov.uk/our-work/asylum-and-refugee-resettlement/unaccompanied-asylum-seeking-children-uasc-co-ordination/
https://www.emcouncils.gov.uk/our-work/asylum-and-refugee-resettlement/unaccompanied-asylum-seeking-children-uasc-co-ordination/
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/056744-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/056744-2025
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ckg568zg1nxo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ckg568zg1nxo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cnvmey053p3o


decisions and an increase in funding for former-UASC care leavers supported by local
authorities. (Source: BBC News)
A new report highlights the growing issue of children wrongly accommodated in adult
asylum hotels and calls for suspension of Home Office initial age determinations at border.
(Source: GMIAU)
Lord Dubs has tabled an amendment to the Border Security, Asylum and Immigration Bill to
enable unaccompanied children seeking asylum to reunite with family members in the UK.
(Source: PoliticsHome)

7 July 2025

Guidance for immigration staff has been updated to reflect the introduction of abbreviated
age assessments by the National Age Assessment Board, to help prevent children being
mistakenly treated as adults prior to a possible arrest for an immigration offence. (Source:
UK Visas and Immigration) 
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