Hear from young people
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When I was 17 I finally arrived in England.
Here I feel safe. There is freedom here

These stories give an idea of what it was like for seven young people as they each searched for
safety and opportunities. They each produced their own digital story; most decided to tell
something about their past experience. Using video meant they could share what they wanted to
share, in ways they felt comfortable with, using their own words, images and creativity.

If you have any problems viewing the videos on the links below, please watch the videos directly
on Vimeo or see our tips section.

Separation

Aklilu, 18, Eritrea


https://vimeo.com/showcase/5852135
https://vimeo.com/showcase/5852135

AKlilu uses sketches to illustrate his childhood and the importance of the family who helped him.
On his journey he lost touch and he still misses them very much.

My search for safety

Abdul, 18, Sudan

Abdul uses photography to tell his extraordinary story of living alone in the desert for 4 years
before he was able to escape and make the long journey to safety.

Reborn

Robel, 16, Eritrea

Robel uses the transition from black and white to colour film to demonstrate the wonder of finally
arriving and meeting a friendly, tattooed police officer.

Expatriation

Salam, 16, Eritrea

Salam uses photographic images of a silhouetted figure, alone in a warehouse, to share the
deeply harrowing experience of making and losing a friend in the detention centre in Libya.

Waiting
Munir, 18, Sudan

Munir uses a film of walking around empty streets while reflecting on his current situation; he
waits for a secure place to live and waits for an asylum decision.

Journey

Abel, 16, Eritrea

Abel uses hand drawn sketches to tell of his arduous journey, dealing with the violence and death
which was a constant presence, and the toll it took on him.



Freedom

Amanuel, 17, Eritrea

Amanuel uses a repetitive film as he talks about his life, he reflects on the freedom he has gained
in the UK, but also the things he has lost.

Thank you!

A big thank you to Abdul, Abel, Aklilu, Amanuel, Munir, Robel and Salam. We've really enjoyed
working with you and hearing your insights and experiences; we've learned a lot. Thanks for
letting us share your videos.

Tips on viewing the videos

Our apologies if you're having problems viewing the videos on this page: unfortunately they
sometimes don't display if you're using the Microsoft Edge browser. But don't despair! You should
be able to see the videos using one of the following methods:

¢ View this web page in a different browser, such as Internet Explorer, Safari, Chrome or
Firefox, or
¢ In Edge, go directly to the videos using this link

Contact for WYR

For more information, you can get in touch with us via:
wyr@migrationyorkshire.org.uk
@WelcomingYoungRefugees

Related information

Who are young refugees?

Being a foster carer

How do | become a foster carer
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Frequently asked questions about foster care

Hear from our foster carers
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