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This Migration News Roundup presents a selection of news, policy, research and statistics from
the previous week on migration-related topics. The contents of each story do not necessarily
reflect the views of Migration Yorkshire.

UK borders and migration policy
Specific migrant groups



Cohesion and integration
International news
Stories that inspired us this week

UK borders and migration policy

On returns: 

Government is considering creating ‘return hubs’ in Balkan countries to remove people
whose asylum claims are refused. The hubs would take those waiting to be transferred
home and whose country of origin is considered unsafe, but would not include children.
(Source: BBC) 

This analysis of removals from the UK over the past two decades explores the decrease in
removals in the 2010s and the subsequent increase. (Source: Migration Observatory) 

Despite government focus on preventing small boat crossings, people travelling concealed in
vehicles through juxtaposed controls in northern France remains highly likely. The inspection
report of operations to prevent clandestine vehicle entry criticises under-investment. Relatedly,
several men were arrested after an Albanian woman and child were smuggled to the UK on a
lorry and ferry and arriving in North Lincolnshire. Meanwhile, over 5,500 people have arrived in
the UK on small boats this year, the highest number for this point in the year since recent records
started. (Sources: Independent Chief Inspector of Borders and Immigration, Independent, BBC) 

In relation to official arrival routes: 

In light of imminent expansion of the Electronic Travel Authorisation scheme to European
nationals, this article provides key information. (Source: Sky) 

This article provides an employer perspective on challenges and complexities of the Skilled
Worker visa. (Source: People Management) 

9% of NHS doctors are from 'red list' countries that the World Health Organization
recommends not recruiting from due to shortages in their own health systems, according to
a report examining the impact of Brexit on health. (Source: Nuffield Trust) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cddyj8ge08po
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cddyj8ge08po
https://migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/resources/commentaries/deportation-and-removal-what-is-driving-the-numbers/?mc_cid=2490ca3cb6&mc_eid=9a8f6a0316
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/inspection-report-published-an-inspection-of-the-border-force-operation-to-deter-and-detect-clandestine-entrants-to-the-uk-august-2024-november-202
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/inspection-report-published-an-inspection-of-the-border-force-operation-to-deter-and-detect-clandestine-entrants-to-the-uk-august-2024-november-202
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/nca-italy-hendon-poland-london-b2720779.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/nca-italy-hendon-poland-london-b2720779.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cgl07n8362ko
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cgl07n8362ko
https://news.sky.com/story/everything-you-need-to-know-about-the-uks-new-electronic-travel-authorisation-eta-13330935
https://news.sky.com/story/everything-you-need-to-know-about-the-uks-new-electronic-travel-authorisation-eta-13330935
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fimix.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D829fba39500cdc38c81f1c39c%26id%3Df7297bd76e%26e%3D44ac2b83ea&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.james%40migrationyorkshire.org.uk%7C6bced552830140dcf09b08dd6c4c66d3%7C16864fae286e4707a78bd7188d6149a7%7C0%7C0%7C638785797915023179%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vN4nhlYQLUI32JCaXp8JLY9Qaw57Tk8bLyA3HEP3Bvk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fimix.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D829fba39500cdc38c81f1c39c%26id%3Df7297bd76e%26e%3D44ac2b83ea&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.james%40migrationyorkshire.org.uk%7C6bced552830140dcf09b08dd6c4c66d3%7C16864fae286e4707a78bd7188d6149a7%7C0%7C0%7C638785797915023179%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vN4nhlYQLUI32JCaXp8JLY9Qaw57Tk8bLyA3HEP3Bvk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/research/health-in-the-uk-after-brexit-moving-apart-or-stuck-together
https://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/research/health-in-the-uk-after-brexit-moving-apart-or-stuck-together


This analysis suggests recent growth in the economy is due to migration. (Source: UK in a
Changing Europe) 

Specific migrant groups

On asylum support: 

A company that manages over 50 hotels accommodating asylum seekers, mostly in
London, had its contract terminated by the Home Office. The contract has been transferred
to Corporate Travel Management who faced considerable criticism over management of the
Bibby Stockholm barge. (Source: the Guardian) 

An investigation reports of sexual assault and harassment in mixed sex hotel
accommodation sites. (Source: the Guardian)  

Uncertainty over visa extensions is having a negative impact on Ukrainians in the UK, such as in
relation to jobs and renting homes, when they near the end of their visa or are waiting for a
decision on their application to extend it. (Source: BBC) 

This factsheet looks at modern slavery reconsiderations, where individuals ask for their case to be
reconsidered after a negative national referral mechanism (NRM) decision. It recommends
changes to the reconsideration process and the repeal of a higher evidence threshold introduced
by 2022 legislation. Meanwhile here’s some analysis and critique of recently published NRM
statistics, looking at changes in decision-making over time. (Sources: After Exploitation, Free
Movement) 

Raymond Lee was wrongly denied Windrush compensation, despite turmoil he and his family
experienced in the late 1990s when he was denied re-entry to the UK. The refusal of
compensation, now acknowledged as a ‘legal error’, means others could have their cases
reconsidered. (Source: the Guardian) 

Cohesion and integration

This practical blogpost looks at how sport can support community-building, inclusion and anti-
discrimination in relation to refugees recommending, for example, that sports infrastructure is
made accessible to refugees and positive stories are shared to counter misinformation. It lists
resources about how sport has supported integration of refugee communities around the world.
(Source: International Platform on Sport and Development) 

https://ukandeu.ac.uk/britains-migrant-jobs-boom-continued/
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2025/mar/25/bibby-stockholm-contractor-to-replace-home-offices-asylum-hotel-provider
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2025/mar/25/bibby-stockholm-contractor-to-replace-home-offices-asylum-hotel-provider
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2025/mar/23/women-seeking-asylum-allege-sexual-abuse-in-mixed-sex-hotels?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2025/mar/23/women-seeking-asylum-allege-sexual-abuse-in-mixed-sex-hotels?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cd0n8d5ynxko
https://afterexploitation.com/2025/03/20/reconsiderations-briefing-modern-slavery-survivors-unable-to-challenge-rejections/
https://freemovement.org.uk/ten-years-after-the-introduction-of-the-modern-slavery-act-safety-is-more-elusive-than-ever/
https://freemovement.org.uk/ten-years-after-the-introduction-of-the-modern-slavery-act-safety-is-more-elusive-than-ever/
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2025/mar/25/windrush-scandal-victims-could-see-compensation-reconsidered-after-landmark-ruling
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2025/mar/25/windrush-scandal-victims-could-see-compensation-reconsidered-after-landmark-ruling
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2025/mar/25/windrush-scandal-victims-could-see-compensation-reconsidered-after-landmark-ruling
https://www.sportanddev.org/latest/news/sport-without-borders-how-games-build-bridges-refugees
https://www.sportanddev.org/latest/news/sport-without-borders-how-games-build-bridges-refugees


In this article, people reflect on living in or near the Wethersfield asylum centre that opened in
2023. It features interviews with refugees who live on site and local residents of Finchingfield. The
article suggests initial concerns by all groups have not lasted. (Source: BBC) 

International news

‘After a decade in exile, how do you uproot yourself and your family yet again?’ This article looks
in-depth at the complexities Syrians face in deciding to return home, affected by a lack of
infrastructure, economic stability and security, costs of returning and rebuilding, and political
uncertainty. (Source: The Conversation) 

The Irish government published a plan to implement the EU Migration and Asylum Pact. Effects
on asylum seekers will include movement restrictions, potential detention, and one appeal
opportunity. (Source: The Irish Times) 

Stories that inspired us this week

This is the story of Gurinder, an older refugee from India with serious health problems who faced
homelessness. He found a place to call home after getting support from a refugee support
service. (Source: Scottish Refugee Council) 

The local community in Dorset will welcome two Afghan families through the Communities for
Afghans scheme, with support from the local council. (Source: Dorset Echo) 

Contact us about research

If you have any questions about our research, contact us:
research@migrationyorkshire.org.uk
0113 378 8188
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c9vyddz1x70o
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https://theconversation.com/syria-after-assad-why-many-syrian-refugees-arent-returning-home-251654?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20March%2024%202025%20-%203309833790&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20March%2024%202025%20-%203309833790+CID_2acba6a9a0ed46cd9296c35443d13a67&utm_source=campaign_monitor_uk&utm_term=latest%20Insights%20long%20read
https://www.irishtimes.com/ireland/social-affairs/2025/03/26/asylum-applicants-could-face-movement-restrictions-and-detention-in-accommodation-centres/
https://scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk/gurinders-story-a-place-to-call-home/
https://scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk/gurinders-story-a-place-to-call-home/
https://www.dorsetecho.co.uk/news/25041676.dorset-community-welcome-two-afghan-refugee-families/
https://www.dorsetecho.co.uk/news/25041676.dorset-community-welcome-two-afghan-refugee-families/
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