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Stories that inspired us this week

A school student was awarded Young Person of the Year at the
Child Friendly Leeds Awards for supporting teachers with
translation and providing a warm welcome for refugees. (Source:
Leeds Council)

A Syrian refugee living in Austria has developed a video game to
help school pupils understand the perilous journeys refugees
often have to make. (Source: UNHCR)

Counterpoint Arts is leading a new project in Athens teaching
migrants to perform standup comedy as way to challenge
perceptions and to ‘just be human’. (Source: the Guardian)

International news

A new report from the World Health Organisation (WHO) calls for
urgent action to ensure travelling migrants can access
appropriate health care services. (Sources: WHO, Reuters)

The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies (IFRC) and the EU have launched a project offering
mental health services to over 300,000 Ukrainians. One in five
people affected by conflict is said to experience mental health
disorders. (Source: IFRC)

https://news.leeds.gov.uk/news/a-kind-hearted-leeds-high-school-pupil-who-used-his-language-skills-to-help-young-refugees-settle-into-life-in-leeds-has-scooped-a-top-civic-award
https://news.leeds.gov.uk/news/a-kind-hearted-leeds-high-school-pupil-who-used-his-language-skills-to-help-young-refugees-settle-into-life-in-leeds-has-scooped-a-top-civic-award
https://news.leeds.gov.uk/news/a-kind-hearted-leeds-high-school-pupil-who-used-his-language-skills-to-help-young-refugees-settle-into-life-in-leeds-has-scooped-a-top-civic-award
https://www.unhcr.org/uk/news/stories/2022/7/62c822f14/unhcr-video-game-lets-pupils-experience-refugees-perilous-journey.html
https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2022/jul/19/asylum-seekers-refugees-comedy
https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2022/jul/19/asylum-seekers-refugees-comedy
https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2022/jul/19/asylum-seekers-refugees-comedy
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-07-2022-who-report-shows-poorer-health-outcomes-for-many-vulnerable-refugees-and-migrants
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/denying-refugees-migrants-healthcare-violates-rights-who-says-2022-07-20/
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/denying-refugees-migrants-healthcare-violates-rights-who-says-2022-07-20/
https://www.ifrc.org/article/healing-invisible-scars-ukraine-conflict-ifrc-and-european-union-launch-mental-health
https://www.ifrc.org/article/healing-invisible-scars-ukraine-conflict-ifrc-and-european-union-launch-mental-health


UK borders and migration policy

The Border Force takes a ‘crisis management’ approach to small
boat migrant Channel crossings and its actions have been
‘possibly counterproductive’ according to a government
commissioned independent review. Recommendations included
improved Home Office leadership and better workforce planning.
Meanwhile, the Independent Chief Inspector of Borders and
Immigration (ICIBI) has expressed frustration at the delay to the
publication of his report on small boat crossings submitted to the
Home Office in February. The report was subsequently published
, and findings revealed security and administration issues as well
as safeguarding failures in how vulnerable people including
children and victims of trafficking were identified and treated.
(Sources: BBC, Home Office, ICIBI)

The Home Affairs Committee published a parliamentary report
on Channel crossings, migration and asylum. Among its
recommendations, the committee said addressing the asylum
backlog must be the Home Office’s priority and asked the Home
Secretary to acknowledge that it was not small boats crossings
that ‘broke’ the asylum system. (Source: UK Parliament)

On the Rwanda scheme:

There are reportedly continued disagreements between the
Home Office and UNHCR about the suitability of Rwanda as
a destination for people seeking asylum. (Source: the
Guardian)

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-62244679
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-62244679
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/independent-review-of-border-force?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=5c03ae43-471d-4586-9ca2-6463ec1af4e7&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/independent-review-of-border-force?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=5c03ae43-471d-4586-9ca2-6463ec1af4e7&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chief-inspector-increasingly-frustrated-with-home-office-publication-delay-to-his-small-boats-report?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=728e55b9-a9d4-4109-a43d-0d2886473495&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chief-inspector-increasingly-frustrated-with-home-office-publication-delay-to-his-small-boats-report?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=728e55b9-a9d4-4109-a43d-0d2886473495&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chief-inspector-increasingly-frustrated-with-home-office-publication-delay-to-his-small-boats-report?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=728e55b9-a9d4-4109-a43d-0d2886473495&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/an-inspection-of-the-initial-processing-of-migrants-arriving-via-small-boats-at-tug-haven-and-western-jet-foil-december-2021-january-2022?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=0cc4a567-d01b-4886-8284-0e755d7ba2ea&utm_content=daily
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5803/cmselect/cmhaff/199/report.html
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5803/cmselect/cmhaff/199/report.html
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/jul/17/home-office-in-fresh-row-with-unhcr-over-rwanda-asylum-policy?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Other
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/jul/17/home-office-in-fresh-row-with-unhcr-over-rwanda-asylum-policy?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Other


The High Court has considered the timescales for the full
judicial review of the policy, and heard evidence that the
government was advised against the scheme by internal
officials. (Source: Independent)
Several individuals due to be removed to Rwanda have
been identified as potential victims of trafficking – their
legal challenges against the Home Office are on hold until a
final decision is made by the National Referral Mechanism
which identifies and supports victims of modern slavery
and human trafficking. (Source: Independent)
The Irish Prime Minister appeared to blame the Rwanda
policy for an increase in people seeking asylum in Ireland.
(Source: Sky News)
Protests against the Rwanda scheme were planned across
the UK including in Leeds and Sheffield. (Source: the
Guardian)

The government has published the results of surveys relating to
three visa routes:

The Graduate visa enables students to stay for at least a
further two years after graduation. The survey looked at the
rationale for selecting the UK as a destination for study and
work. All survey respondents were either working or
seeking work.
Just over half of respondents to a survey about the Skilled
Worker visa route said that the scheme influenced their
decision to work in the UK, primarily due to the possibility of
visa extension and the ability to settle with dependents

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/rwanda-deal-priti-patel-asylum-law-b2126416.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/rwanda-deal-priti-patel-asylum-law-b2126416.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/rwanda-deal-priti-patel-asylum-law-b2126416.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/rwanda-asylum-seeker-human-trafficking-b2127288.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/rwanda-asylum-seeker-human-trafficking-b2127288.html
https://news.sky.com/story/irish-prime-minister-calls-uks-rwanda-scheme-for-asylum-seekers-shocking-and-wrong-12652197
https://news.sky.com/story/irish-prime-minister-calls-uks-rwanda-scheme-for-asylum-seekers-shocking-and-wrong-12652197
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2022/jul/16/protesters-across-uk-decry-heinous-rwanda-deportation-plan?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Other
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/evaluation-of-the-future-borders-and-immigration-system-early-insights-research-with-graduates?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=cbfd8c97-bc53-423d-ae34-b0ffd237b62d&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/evaluation-of-the-future-borders-and-immigration-system-early-insights-research-with-graduates?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=cbfd8c97-bc53-423d-ae34-b0ffd237b62d&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/evaluation-of-the-future-borders-and-immigration-system-early-insights-research-with-graduates?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=cbfd8c97-bc53-423d-ae34-b0ffd237b62d&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/evaluation-of-the-future-borders-and-immigration-system-early-insights-research-with-skilled-workers-and-employer-sponsors?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=3f17ab4c-5574-4010-87a0-0f6da95c93ba&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/evaluation-of-the-future-borders-and-immigration-system-early-insights-research-with-skilled-workers-and-employer-sponsors?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=3f17ab4c-5574-4010-87a0-0f6da95c93ba&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/evaluation-of-the-future-borders-and-immigration-system-early-insights-research-with-skilled-workers-and-employer-sponsors?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=3f17ab4c-5574-4010-87a0-0f6da95c93ba&utm_content=daily


after five years.
Another survey explored the experiences and intentions of
Ukrainians who recently moved to the UK under
humanitarian schemes. Nearly 3,500 people have arrived in
Yorkshire and Humber through the Homes for Ukraine
sponsorship scheme. (Sources: Home Office, ONS, Migration
Yorkshire).

The government’s strategy for future border control include
plans to pilot ‘contactless’ digital border crossings. The
government is also consulting on tougher penalties for hauliers
who fail to adequately secure their vehicles as well as for those
found to be carrying undocumented migrants. (Source: Home
Office)

Specific migrant groups

The Refugee Council published another report on people’s
experiences in asylum hotel accommodation. Nationally over
25,000 people were accommodated in hotels at the end of 2021
and over 2,500 of these were children. It says the Home Office
should provide a cash allowance to residents and limit stays to
35 days. (Source: Refugee Council)

On the EU Settlement Scheme (EUSS), data from freedom of
information (FOI) requests reveals how applicants make
challenges to EUSS decisions and raises questions about the
accuracy of initial decisions by the Home Office. Meanwhile, The
3milllion refreshed their website and it now offers a resources

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/internationalmigration/bulletins/visaholdersenteringtheukundertheukrainehumanitarianschemes/16to24june2022#visa-holders-entering-the-uk-under-the-ukraine-humanitarian-schemes-data
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/internationalmigration/bulletins/visaholdersenteringtheukundertheukrainehumanitarianschemes/16to24june2022#visa-holders-entering-the-uk-under-the-ukraine-humanitarian-schemes-data
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/61766887203e4c11be885291ab2bbedd
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/61766887203e4c11be885291ab2bbedd
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/61766887203e4c11be885291ab2bbedd
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/home-secretary-announces-plans-for-contactless-digital-border?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=32b18677-a2ed-4866-b52e-e063df3446d0&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-consultation-on-civil-penalties-to-tackle-illegal-migration?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=0806ff61-d071-41df-b511-dafd15f47d76&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-consultation-on-civil-penalties-to-tackle-illegal-migration?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=0806ff61-d071-41df-b511-dafd15f47d76&utm_content=daily
https://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/information/resources/lives-on-hold-the-experiences-of-people-in-hotel-asylum-accommodation/
https://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/information/resources/lives-on-hold-the-experiences-of-people-in-hotel-asylum-accommodation/
https://freemovement.org.uk/how-accurate-are-eu-settlement-scheme-decisions-data-repeat-applications-administrative-review-tribunal-appeals/
https://freemovement.org.uk/how-accurate-are-eu-settlement-scheme-decisions-data-repeat-applications-administrative-review-tribunal-appeals/
https://freemovement.org.uk/how-accurate-are-eu-settlement-scheme-decisions-data-repeat-applications-administrative-review-tribunal-appeals/
https://the3million.org.uk/
https://the3million.org.uk/


hub for EU nationals covering a wider range of topics. (Sources:
Free Movement, 3million)

Just 2% of child trafficking victims are given discretionary leave
to remain, as Mo Farah’s case highlights the fate of less famous
victims of trafficking. Meanwhile, in response to the Home Office
deciding not to take action against Farah, this article highlights
that ‘immigrants shouldn’t need to be exceptional’ to be
welcome in the UK. (Sources: the Guardian, Metro)

Cohesion and integration

A recent report explores Brits’ opinions on refugee-related issues
such as the Rwanda plan, channel crossings, specific support for
people fleeing Ukraine, and much more. A key finding included
that community sponsorship of refugees has the potential to
reduce opposition to refugees, and so the report recommends it
should be the main way the UK resettles refugees. (Source: More
in Common)

Find out more about South Asian Heritage Month which
showcases the profile of people in the UK who themselves or
their families have come from South Asia. (Source: South Asian
Heritage)
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