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This Migration News Roundup presents a selection of news, policy, research and statistics from
the previous week on migration-related topics. The contents of each story do not necessarily
reflect the views of Migration Yorkshire.



UK borders and migration policy
Specific migrant groups
Cohesion and integration
International news
Stories that inspired us this week

UK borders and migration policy

The UK-France three-year agreement to prevent small boat crossings was due to expire and has
been extended for two months pending negotiations on a longer-term deal that might introduce
performance targets. The UK will pay just over £16 million to France for beach patrols during the
extension period. This data briefing looks at small boat numbers and the characteristics of people
arriving. There’s tragic news that at least two people lost their lives on the journey to the UK, the
first cases in 2026. (Sources: BBC, Migration Observatory, the Guardian) 

This briefing looks at data on deportations and voluntary removals, finding that half of those who
made an unsuccessful asylum claim between 2010 and 2022 had returned by the end of last
year. (Source: Migration Observatory) 

An All-Party Parliamentary Group issued a call for evidence on the impact of recent and
proposed immigration and asylum changes on poverty with a deadline of 13 May. Meanwhile,
researchers from the Glasgow Refugee, Asylum and Migration Network have highlighted what
they see as the negative effects on security and levels of destitution if proposed immigration
reforms are fully implemented. (Sources: APPG on Migration, openDemocracy) 

Data shortcomings are increasing the challenges of developing effective UK migration policy,
according to this analysis, risking consequences such as those from the Windrush scandal.
(Source: The Economist) 

Specific migrant groups

News on the asylum system includes: 

The High Court ruled that in the cases of two asylum seeking families housed in hotels, the
Home Secretary failed to provide adequate accommodation. The case focused on issues of
vulnerability, overcrowding, and the length of time certain living conditions can be
considered adequate. There’s potential for further legal challenge.
(Source: Local Government Lawyer) 

In light of the government’s decision to offer families up to £40,000 to leave voluntarily, this
article questions the effectiveness of offering financial incentives to leave the UK. (Source:
The i Paper) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c3exveglpe3o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c3exveglpe3o
https://migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/resources/briefings/people-crossing-the-english-channel-in-small-boats/
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2026/apr/01/dead-missing-after-trying-to-cross-channel-to-uk
https://migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/resources/briefings/returns-of-unauthorised-migrants-from-the-uk/
https://appgmigration.org.uk/call-for-evidence-impact-of-recent-immigration-and-asylum-rule-changes-on-poverty/
https://appgmigration.org.uk/call-for-evidence-impact-of-recent-immigration-and-asylum-rule-changes-on-poverty/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/uk-immigration-reforms-shabana-mahmood-asylum-refugees-destitution-insecurity-labour-startmer/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/uk-immigration-reforms-shabana-mahmood-asylum-refugees-destitution-insecurity-labour-startmer/
https://www.economist.com/britain/2026/03/29/how-poor-data-hobble-britains-immigration-policy
https://www.localgovernmentlawyer.co.uk/housing-law/315-housing-features/100132-asylum-hotels-overcrowding-and-the-hmo-rules
https://www.localgovernmentlawyer.co.uk/housing-law/315-housing-features/100132-asylum-hotels-overcrowding-and-the-hmo-rules
https://inews.co.uk/news/im-an-asylum-seeker-i-turned-down-3000-from-the-home-office-to-leave-the-uk-4318508
https://inews.co.uk/news/im-an-asylum-seeker-i-turned-down-3000-from-the-home-office-to-leave-the-uk-4318508


This report explores ongoing challenges relating to legal advice and representation for those
in the asylum system, and the impact on individuals. It advises that ‘charities cannot fill this
gap.’ (Source: Migrants Organise) 

As part of post-Brexit negotiations, the UK is seeking a fixed cap within a proposed UK–EU youth
mobility scheme, while the EU has proposed an ‘emergency brake’ to limit numbers if they rise
too high. (Source: Independent) 

This briefing explains what share codes are and how they can be used to demonstrate an
individual’s immigration status. (Source: Free Movement) 

This article suggests that visa restrictions and the high cost of living are deterring some
international students from selecting UK universities. Meanwhile, you can listen to 
interviews with Sudanese and Afghan students affected by the government’s recent student visa
ban. (Sources: The i Paper, the Guardian, 26 minutes) 

On modern slavery: 

Following a legal challenge the Home Secretary accepted that modern slavery decision
makers were applying an unlawful threshold in relation to ‘reasonable grounds’ decisions.
Caseworkers were incorrectly told to refuse cases where ‘objective evidence’ was not
provided. (Source: Free Movement) 

New research explores victim engagement in police operations on modern slavery, making
recommendations for policy and practice improvements. (Source: Liverpool
John Moores University) 

There’s some analysis here of the latest National Referral Mechanism (NRM) statistics.
(Source: IOM) 

Resources on Kurdish culture aimed at police officers have been produced by the Modern
Slavery Organised Immigration Crime Unit (MSOICU) along with relevant contacts and
further reading. (Source: MSOICU) 

Cohesion and integration

A recent poll indicates that voters are more likely than not to support the government’s plan to
double the wait for indefinite leave to remain from five to ten years, although a third of

https://www.migrantsorganise.org/app/uploads/2026/03/Report-A-view-from-the-frontline-on-the-asylum-legal-aid-crisis-March2026.docx-1-1.pdf
https://www.migrantsorganise.org/app/uploads/2026/03/Report-A-view-from-the-frontline-on-the-asylum-legal-aid-crisis-March2026.docx-1-1.pdf
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/eu-uk-youth-mobility-scheme-brexit-travel-europe-b2947923.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/eu-uk-youth-mobility-scheme-brexit-travel-europe-b2947923.html
https://freemovement.org.uk/what-are-share-codes-and-how-to-use-them/
https://inews.co.uk/news/world/uk-migration-problem-no-ones-talking-about-4179464
https://inews.co.uk/news/world/uk-migration-problem-no-ones-talking-about-4179464
https://www.theguardian.com/news/audio/2026/apr/01/the-brilliant-students-the-uk-doesnt-want-podcast
https://freemovement.org.uk/unlawful-evidential-threshold-trafficking/
https://freemovement.org.uk/unlawful-evidential-threshold-trafficking/
https://researchonline.ljmu.ac.uk/id/eprint/28225/
https://unitedkingdom.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1381/files/documents/2026-03/iom-uk-nrm-briefing-2025-annual-review.pdf
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/ksSJCrX5MSDqlxmS74t3T4qkSv?domain=humantraffickingfoundation.us14.list-manage.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Gy7qCvD59iy9zvlSQAu4TQztVw?domain=humantraffickingfoundation.us14.list-manage.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Gy7qCvD59iy9zvlSQAu4TQztVw?domain=humantraffickingfoundation.us14.list-manage.com
https://inews.co.uk/news/politics/home-office-plan-harder-migrants-settle-backed-by-voters-4324060
https://inews.co.uk/news/politics/home-office-plan-harder-migrants-settle-backed-by-voters-4324060


respondents didn’t express a clear view. There was a narrower margin on the question of whether
changes should apply to people already in the UK. (Source: The i Paper) 

An anti-far right march took place in London attracting tens of thousands of people. The action,
organised by the Together Alliance, brought together community groups and unions from across
the country to stand against ‘hatred and division and racism’. (Source: BBC) 

International news

German Chancellor Friedrich Merz signalled that Germany will work with Syria to facilitate the
return of Syrian refugees. (Source: Reuters) 

France risks failing to meet the June implementation deadline of the EU Migration and Asylum
Pact on border controls due to legislative delays. (Source: Le Monde) 

Poland has extended temporary controls at its borders with Germany and Lithuania to counter
irregular migration and maintain security. (Source: Reuters) 

Stories that inspired us this week

A Ukrainian cultural festival took place in Keighley for the third consecutive year, bringing people
together to celebrate their heritage and share their culture. The organising group spoke of their
warm welcome from local residents. (Source: BBC) 

In Stirling, a new drama and storytelling project is bringing together refugees from multiple
countries to explore their experiences of displacement and resilience through weekly
workshops. There’ll be a public performance at the end of the project in September. (Source:
Stirling News) 

Contact us about research

If you have any questions about our research, contact us:
research@migrationyorkshire.org.uk
0113 378 8188
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