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2026




This Migration News Roundup presents a selection of news, policy,
research and statistics from the previous week on migration-related
topics. The contents of each story do not necessarily reflect the views of
Migration Yorkshire. .

e UK borders and migration policy
Specific migrant groups
Cohesion and integration
International news

Stories that inspired us this week

UK borders and migration policy

This article shares the accounts of two men who were returned to France under the

‘one in, one out’ scheme and made the dangerous journey to the UK using a small boat

for a second time. Meanwhile, the families of two men who died crossing the Channel in

small boats are campaigning for the return of their bodies from the French authorities.

More police officers are to be deployed on the French coast in order to prevent ‘mega

dinghy’ Channel crossings. This article discusses people smugglers’ recent tendency to

use larger vessels. (Sources: the Guardian, Belga English, BBC)

The Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) has published a critical

assessment of the government’s approach towards vulnerable people that seek

asylum, citing failures to protect them and other migrants from destitution in line with

UN recommendations. The full assessment can be seen here. (Source: EHRC)

In light of media reports about small businesses - such as vape shops and takeaways -

sponsoring skilled workers, this briefing outlines the skilled worker visa rules and looks at

the the number of employers sponsoring retail managers and chefs. Recent increases



https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2026/sep/03/uk-one-in-one-out-scheme-iran-friends-channel-france
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2026/sep/03/uk-one-in-one-out-scheme-iran-friends-channel-france
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2026/aug/31/british-family-plead-with-french-authorities-to-release-body-of-relative-who-died-in-the-channel
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2026/aug/31/british-family-plead-with-french-authorities-to-release-body-of-relative-who-died-in-the-channel
https://belgashare.be/newsrooms/70/press-releases/35992/france-and-uk-increase-number-of-officers-on-french-coast-in-fight-against-transmigrants/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ce3rn93de9eo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ce3rn93de9eo
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/news/uk-government-acted-against-un-human-rights-recommendations-protect-most-vulnerable-asylum
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/news/uk-government-acted-against-un-human-rights-recommendations-protect-most-vulnerable-asylum
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/human-rights/human-rights-tracker/immigration-uk-government-action
https://migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/resources/commentaries/qa-are-vape-shops-really-sponsoring-skilled-work-visas/
https://migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/resources/commentaries/qa-are-vape-shops-really-sponsoring-skilled-work-visas/

in minimum salary thresholds have made it harder to sponsor overseas workers in

certain roles. (Source: Migration Observotory)

Specific migrant groups

In news about asylum:

e The Home Office released a summary of statistics on people seeking asylum in the UK
noting that 95% of those arriving on small boats go on to claim asylum. Pakistani was most
common nationality of people claiming asylum in the year up to June 2026, making up 10%
of all claims. (Source: House of Commons Library)

¢ North Yorkshire Council has been informed that a proposed asylum accommodation centre
at RAF Linton-on-Ouse would operate for at least three years if approved. A final decision
on the base's use is yet to be announced. (Source: BBC)

e Reform-led Essex Council has announced plans to introduce private security guards in
towns and cities close to MDP Wethersfield, in response to 'community concerns' about
people seeking asylum that live there. The local police force responded by highlighting that
the town centres identified have actually seen falling crime rates since the base opened
three years ago. (Source: Byline Times)

¢ A new report on Gatwick Immigration Removal Centre has described ‘inhumane' conditions
that are undermining people's human rights and dignity. (Source: BBC)

People on skilled worker visas who are found to be victims of modern slavery are to be

permitted to find work with any employer until their visa expires. Previously, individuals

who left an exploitative sponsor employer had very limited options, as their visa tied
them to employer sponsorship and they do not have access to public funds. (Source:

the Guardian)

News on international students includes:

¢ As the UK and other English-speaking countries have made it more difficult for international
students to study here, students are instead heading to Asia. (Source: Economic Times)

e This article provides advice on how to support the wellbeing of international students
effectively with themes such as seeking help. (Source: Icef monitor)

Cohesion and integration


https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/sn01403/?utm_source=HOC+Library+-+Research+alerts&utm_campaign=2a947c1663-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2026_09_02_09_00&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a9da1c9b17-2a947c1663-449380250&mc_cid=2a947c1663&mc_eid=814f1289aa
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/clyqd93j0jgo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/clyqd93j0jgo
https://bylinetimes.com/2026/09/02/police-contradict-reform-council-over-claim-town-centres-are-unsafe-due-to-asylum-seekers/?utm_source=bluesky&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=rss-social&utm_content=police-contradict-reform-council-over-claim-town-centres-are-unsafe-due-to-asylum-seekers
https://bylinetimes.com/2026/09/02/police-contradict-reform-council-over-claim-town-centres-are-unsafe-due-to-asylum-seekers/?utm_source=bluesky&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=rss-social&utm_content=police-contradict-reform-council-over-claim-town-centres-are-unsafe-due-to-asylum-seekers
https://bylinetimes.com/2026/09/02/police-contradict-reform-council-over-claim-town-centres-are-unsafe-due-to-asylum-seekers/?utm_source=bluesky&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=rss-social&utm_content=police-contradict-reform-council-over-claim-town-centres-are-unsafe-due-to-asylum-seekers
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cwyzg3p30n5o
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/sep/03/care-workers-fleeing-uk-modern-slavery-win-visa-reprieve
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/sep/03/care-workers-fleeing-uk-modern-slavery-win-visa-reprieve
https://m.economictimes.com/nri/study/asian-countries-boost-international-student-recruitment-as-us-uk-canada-australia-tighten-rules/amp_articleshow/133706988.cms
https://monitor.icef.com/2026/09/well-being-and-pastoral-care-in-tne-supporting-students-to-thrive-across-borders/

A recent Guardian feature explores community discussions around plans to

accommodate people seeking asylum at RAF Barnham, near Thetford, a site referenced

in several recent reports. The article highlights the importance of community
engagement, clear communication and positive local relationships in supporting

cohesion during periods of change. (Source: the Guardian)

This article explores the evidence on migration and crime, challenging common

misconceptions and encouraging evidence-based discussions that support

integration and community cohesion. (Source: UK in a Changing Europe)

International news

Following the crossing of roughly 70,000 migrants from Morocco into the Spanish

exclave of Ceuta, around 5,000 of whom remain in the city, thousands of people across

Spain protested the government's handling of the ongoing humanitarian and security

situation. Prime Minister Pedro S@nchez rejected claims that Morocco orchestrated the

border breach, instead arguing that criminal networks and online disinformation fuelled

the crossings. (Sources: Al Jazeerq, the Guardian)

The United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) is cutting its budget by 16% and

eliminating 3,500 jobs, citing a sharp drop in funding from the US. Experts warn that the

resulting reduction in services could drive more people to take dangerous journeys, or
become vulnerable to exploitation, with women and children particularly at risk.

(source: Info Migrants)

Stories that inspired us this week

A couple who had fled conflict in Kosova created a play centre in Grimsby over ten

years ago, which has since become a thriving social space. (Source: Grimsby Live)


https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2026/aug/29/the-battle-over-raf-barnham-how-ominous-anti-asylum-protests-engulfed-a-small-norfolk-town
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2026/aug/29/the-battle-over-raf-barnham-how-ominous-anti-asylum-protests-engulfed-a-small-norfolk-town
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/the-narrative-and-the-numbers-how-does-migration-affect-crime/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/9/2/thousands-protest-in-spain-as-ceutas-migrant-crisis-festers-a-month-on
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/9/2/thousands-protest-in-spain-as-ceutas-migrant-crisis-festers-a-month-on
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/9/2/thousands-protest-in-spain-as-ceutas-migrant-crisis-festers-a-month-on
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/aug/31/morocco-ceuta-border-breach-spanish-pm-migration-pedro-sanchez
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/aug/31/morocco-ceuta-border-breach-spanish-pm-migration-pedro-sanchez
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/73451/un-refugee-agency-to-cut-budget-and-3500-jobs
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/73451/un-refugee-agency-to-cut-budget-and-3500-jobs
https://www.grimsbytelegraph.co.uk/news/grimsby-news/gallery/refugee-fleeing-war-zone-play-11138742.amp
https://www.grimsbytelegraph.co.uk/news/grimsby-news/gallery/refugee-fleeing-war-zone-play-11138742.amp

A retired trucker from Knaresborough is fundraising to continue supporting people in

Ukraine. He is taking supplies to a care home in Volodymyr and raising funds for a

group of bereaved children who will visit Yorkshire next year. (Source: Yorkshire Post)
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