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Yorkshire & Humber MIF Bulletin June 2010
Year 2 funding update
We have now had formal communication from GOYH stating that local authorities should all receive their Section 31 payments by the end of June. The payments will be for six months, and will be for half the originally promised Year 2 allocation. This means that MIF continues until the end of September for all projects. Government Office has again re-emphasised that commitments should not be entered into after that point.
The same guidelines on when the allocation needs to be spent by continue to apply.
We will be organising a meeting shortly to address the new funding situation and will let you know the details as soon as we can.

Making welcome packs work
Many services dealing with EU migrants, asylum seekers and refugees produce welcome packs, and many of you have expressed interest in how to make them something people will use, rather than ending up in a bookshelf or bin.

Wakefield have now professionally produced a short, snappy, simply-written guide for new migrant workers. To ensure it gets used, they are using it as a set text in the conversational English classes they provide.

For more information, contact Karen Morrell in Wakefield, email KMorrell@wakefield.gov.uk
Do you want to share any good ideas about how to make the best use of welcome packs?

MIF Project Focus
This is a regular progress update on individual projects around the region, highlighting areas where we can usefully share best practice.
	Sheffield
Contact:
Nicola Afzal, tel 0114 205 3722, email nicola.afzal@sheffield.gov.uk 
Overview:
· Recently, Sheffield has been experiencing more migration by Slovakian Roma with no recourse to public funds, and no means of financial support. Most do not want to be repatriated using powers and the funding available for destitute families. Many families arrive with health needs, particularly amongst the children, putting strain on already stretched health care in the areas where these families settle. The Sheffield MIF project is addressing a range of issues, such as community safety, housing, schooling, immunisation, community development and cohesion.
Main challenges:
· Sheffield schools continue to report incidences of migrant children arriving hungry and without the means to pay for a school lunch or without a packed lunch. Each school is making ad hoc arrangements to address this using school funds if necessary. Most schools have breakfast clubs and are promoting this amongst families, but again even minor costs can add up for families with many children. 

· There are major issues with school attendance by Roma children. Sometimes this is because parents don’t appreciate the value of education. However, sometimes it is because of the logistics of getting children to those schools. Often large families can have siblings allocated to different schools over a wide area, so the parents find it impractical to take them all. Similarly, families often do not gain a school place close to their home address and this then requires a long journey. Whilst children may qualify for a bus pass in these cases, parents do not and it is not possible to have very young children travelling on public transport without a parent/escort, so these children often miss school. There is work to address these issues with school admissions, those responsible for school transport and local community groups.

· There is some indication of child benefit and other benefit fraud by migrants, with children being passed between families, and only attending school long enough to confirm benefit entitlement. There are some indications that this behaviour is being encouraged by loan sharks and other criminals.
Sheffield’s top tips:
· Sheffield have recruited eight trained volunteers to help with their informal Esol provision, many recruited from the settled community. They have found that this not only helps the migrants to learn English, but also helps create understanding between new and settled communities.
· Sheffield are very pleased with their family advocacy workers designed to provide ongoing and flexible support for families, such as knocking on doors and accompanying on buses to ensure they attend important appointments. However, this is very labour intensive and will probably have to be axed if MIF funding is hit
How you can help them?
· Sheffield would like to hear how other schools are dealing with the induction at one family of schools (a secondary and several primary feeders) school from which children are then supported into mainstream classes in their designated school. What have other areas been doing?



	Calderdale
Contact:

Jo Richmond, Neighbourhoods Manager, tel 01422 365948, email Jo.Richmond@calderdale.gov.uk 
Overview:

· Calderdale’s main migrant communities are Poles in the Todmorden area and Czech and Slovak Roma in Halifax. The Roma migrants particularly are often vulnerable and have created significant demands on a range of local service providers.
Main challenges:

· Recruitment of people with appropriate language skills and with positive attitudes towards Roma people.
Calderdale’s top tips:

· Calderdale are involving people from the fire and police services in ‘life skills’ talks combined with informal Esol provision.
· Strong engagement with the Roma community, including recruiting Roma advice workers has led to increased trust and increased reporting of incidents.
How you can help them?

· Calderdale are keen to hear from other areas about the organised criminal exploitation of migrants. They have strong indications of organised crime in the form of ‘benefits farming’ and ‘debt bondage’. Certain recruitment agencies appear to be bringing Roma women and their children to Halifax, with a promise of work. They are put in a house, their ID taken. They start receiving benefits which they haven’t applied for, the jobs don’t materialise, multiple bank accounts are opened in their names and overdrawn, the benefits are taken off them for extortionate rent and they end up in court, not fully understanding why. All this is backed up by threats. Police have been informed, and the MIF project has helped produce a community safety leaflet warning of the dangers and providing advice for victims.

· Calderdale are keen to hear how other areas deal with the need to feed migrant schoolchildren who arrive at school hungry and are missing out on breakfast and lunch, but aren’t eligible for free school meals. Some schools are considering learn to cook sessions as a way of addressing this.



This bulletin was produced by John Donegan, Migration Impacts Fund Coordinator at the Yorkshire and Humber Regional Migration Partnership. For more information, phone John on 0113 395 2448 or email john.donegan@migrationyorkshire.org.uk
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