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Yorkshire & Humber MIF Bulletin December 2009

Year two funding – good news
You should by now have received a communication from Government Office that Ministers have agreed to continue the MIF at current levels for 2010/11. Projects can therefore, if they still think this is the right thing to do, carry on funding projects at the amounts previously agreed.
Government Office have indicated that they would find it helpful to review the progress projects are making in the new year, and we will keep you updated on this.
MIF Project Focus

This is a regular progress update on individual projects around the region, highlighting areas where we can usefully share best practice. We are selecting them in no specific order, and all projects will be featured in due course.
	Project focus: Doncaster
Contacts:

David Molloy, Project Coordinator, 01302 736005, david.molloy@doncaster.gov.uk
Steph Beech, Policy & Partnerships Officer, 01302 736042, stephanie.beech@doncaster.gov.uk
Main areas of interest are:

· Tackling reported issues of domestic violence and problem alcohol use in the town’s Eastern European community.

· Providing themed information and awareness events on issues such as:

· Improving private sector housing for migrants and non-migrants/

· Increasing GP registrations
· Raising standards of ESOL provision
· Improving compliance of migrant communities with the requirements of waste and recycling services.

· Improving education and school attendance among migrant communities.

They aim to have run five themed activities by the end of March 2010.

Main challenges:

· Data. A lack of reliable data on migrant impacts. The MIF team are mostly working on the basis of anecdotal information, but are addressing this by commissioning new work which will investigate:
· Population dynamics and profiles to increase knowledge and understanding of current migrant communities in Doncaster
· Alcohol abuse misuse among migrant communities and care pathways available
· Domestic Violence: identifying the extent and perception of domestic violence among migrant communities and care pathways available.

· Politics. The team, like many others in the region has to operate within an environment of high political sensitivity around this issue.
· Communication. What is the most effective way to communicate tricky messages such as ‘there is an increased level of problem alcohol use and domestic violence in the Eastern European community’ without alienating the very people they are trying to reach?

· Small migrant communities. Because of the small size of some migrant communities, it can be difficult engaging with them on sensitive issues.

Doncaster’s top tips:

· Doncaster are happy to share their experiences in addressing local sensitivities about MIF to secure political buy-in.

How you can help them?

· Doncaster are keen to hear from other projects who are organising themed activities for migrant communities.




	Project focus: Harrogate Area CVS

Contacts:

Louise Cousins - Minority Ethnic Project Development Worker, 01423 504074, louise@harrogate.org
Mark Hopley, Deputy Director, Harrogate Area CVS, 01423 504074, mark@harrogate.org 
Main areas of interest are:

Harrogate Area CVS is running a MIF project which aims to reduce the impact of migrants on local public services through early community intervention on issues of concern.

These include:

· Home fire safety in migrant communities. 

· Low registration with GPs and inappropriate presentation at hospitals. 

· Alcohol misuse in migrant communities. 

· Driving offences and casualties. 

Main challenges:

· The migrant communities are small and often hidden 

· Data gaps in some public service areas where not all services collect ethnicity data.
Harrogate CVS’s top tips:

· Harrogate are happy to share their experiences of using trade union contacts to locate small migrant worker groups. 

How you can help them:

· Harrogate would welcome any input from projects who have had good experience of engaging health partners on the migrant community/alcohol misuse agenda. 

· They are keen to hear from anyone with successful experience of bringing people from different communities together. 


This bulletin was produced by John Donegan, Migration Impacts Fund Coordinator at the Yorkshire and Humber Regional Migration Partnership. For more information, phone John on 0113 395 2448 or email john.donegan@migrationyorkshire.org.uk
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